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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat

1 2 3 4 5

6 7 8 9 10 11 12

13 14 15 16 17 18 19

20 21 22 23 24 25 26

27 28 29 30 31

First Kids & 
Youth Rush 
Hour

First Kids & 
Youth Rush 
Hour

First Kids & 
Youth Rush 
Hour

First Kids & 
Youth Rush 
Hour

Nursing Home 
Service 6:30 
pm

Praise Team 
Practice 6:30 
pm

Praise Team 
Practice 6:30 
pm

Rev. Dale 
Welch Guest 
Minister 2 pm

Cuzada Jesus 
6 pm

Charged 
Youth Rally  
7 pm 
SFC Blitz 
10 pm

Youth Trip - 
Elise’s Fun 
Center Winnie 
10 - 5 

General 
Conference 
begins

New Members 
Connection 
Dinner after 
service

Youth Hyphen 
Night 

Special 
Speaker - 
Laura Aranda 
on Human 
Trafficking 

Ladies Prayer 
Group 
Luncheon  
10 am                Beginning Monday, July 31st our   	

	     restrooms will undergo a complete and 
much needed renovation. The two main restrooms 
off the youth hall will be closed until they are 
completed. This project will take approximately 4 
weeks. Please use the accessible restrooms 
located near the Ladies Prayer Room. As soon as 
they complete the main restrooms they will begin 

work on the accessible restrooms.

FEAR 
Factor 
2017 
7 pm



Aug 4     Darlene Williams

Aug 11   Aleisha Bornette

Aug 14   Mollie Willis

Aug 19   Marie Bickham

Aug 20   Timothy Luna

Aug 21   Georgie Lusich

Aug 22   Lauren Willis

Aug 22   Melissa Yelverton

Aug 24   Sam Early

Aug 26   Frances Walker

Aug 27   Velma Amodeo

Aug 28   Ric Garcia

AUGUST 
BIRTHDAYS 

August 28 - 
Nolan & Ovalene Tucker

August 17 -
Dana & Ace Willis

AUGUST  
ANNIVERSARIES 

AUGUST STUDENT EVENTS 
Hyphen Night - Wed,  Aug 2

Hyphen Rally - Fri,  Aug 11 Location TBA

FEAR FACTOR 2017 - Fri Aug 18th 7 pm

CHARGED Back to School Rally -
Fri, Aug 25th @ 7 pm 
followed by SFC Blitz, Lufkin @10 pm 

Youth Trip - Elise’s Family Fun Center 
Sat, Aug 26th 10 - 5 ($20 Food)

orangefirstupc.com

409.883.3813 (Church)
409.883.0550 (Pastor)

3406 Edgar Brown
Orange, TX 77630

Office Hours
M,W,F   8 am - 3 pm

Ladies Prayer 
& Luncheon 
Tuesday,  
August 8th  
at 10 am  
All Ladies 
Welcome!

http://orangefirstupc.com
http://orangefirstupc.com


FACING MARAH?
“Then Moses led Israel from the Red Sea, and they went out into the 
wilderness of Shur; and they went three days in the wilderness and found no 
water.  And when they came to Marah, they could not drink the waters of 
Marah, for they were bitter; therefore, it was named Marah.  So the people 
grumbled at Moses, saying ‘what shall we drink?'" Exodus 15:22-24

Bitter things.  No one likes bitter things, but bitter things are part of this 
fallen world in which we live. Life is not all honey and no bees. Roses do 
have thorns, and all people face "bitter waters" from one degree or another. 
 
The Marah story in Exodus 15 is especially significant.  You see, in Exodus 
14, God's people had just seen and personally experienced the greatest Old 
Testament miracle- the parting of the Red Sea and the drowning of Pharaoh 
and his armies. The people take the first 21 verses of chapter 15 to rejoice 
and dance and sing over the great power of God.  Life is good, and God is 
awesome!  Hallelujah!    
 
But then something happens that quickly silences their song and steals their 
joy.  Within three short days, they run out of water.  When they finally find 
water, it is bitter and undrinkable. They are facing Marah, and they begin to 
grumble, gripe, and complain. 

HOW ABOUT YOU?   
How do you respond when you encounter the bitter things in life?  What 
comes out of your mouth when the car breaks down, or the computer crashes, 
or sickness comes, or your job goes away, or the finances dry up, or your 
spouse wants out?  What do you do when you face Marah?  

1.  The wrong thing to do is grumble.  The Bible says, "Do all things 
without grumbling" (Philippians 2:14).  God hates grumbling, and He takes 
all of it personally. 

The people grumbled at Moses ... but Moses wasn't leading the group, God 
was.  They may have thought they were simply grumbling at a fallible man, 
but they were really grumbling at the infallible God.  In Numbers 14, they 
again grumbled against Moses, and God said, "How long shall I bear with 
this evil congregation who are grumbling against Me? I have heard the 
complaints of the sons of Israel, which they are making against 
Me" (Numbers 14:27).   
  
2.  The right thing to do is trust and pray.  Moses didn't grumble, he cried 
out to the Lord.  He knew that they were in need, and the God who was 
faithful to bring them through the Red Sea just three days earlier, would be 
faithful to provide them the water they needed to survive.  Listen my friend, 
God did not bring you this far to drop you in the grease.  In your Marah, trust 
and pray.  The Lord is faithful!  
  
3.  The right thing to do is factor in the cross.  God answered Moses' 
prayer by showing him a tree.  When Moses threw in the tree, the bitter 
waters were made sweet, and the people could freely drink.  What does that 
tell us?  In every Marah, factor in the tree of Calvary, the cross on which 
Jesus died.  The cross transforms every bitter experience and turns every 
negative into a positive.  At the cross, all our sins were paid for, and access to 
the Father was freely granted to all who would believe.  The cross makes all 
the difference in the world.  
  
No matter what Marah you may be facing today, God can use it for your 
good and His glory as you factor in the cross.  Romans 8:28 says, "And we 
know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love 
God, to those who are called according to His purpose."  
  The cross can enable you to forgive the unforgivable, love the 
unlovable, and overcome the insurmountable.  So, what are you waiting for?  
Take your Marah to the cross, and see God do a miracle. 

Love You All 
Pastor Gary Wheeler



GET CONNECTED!
CONNECTCARDS - 

These cards are available for new 
guests! First time guests can return 
these cards to the Guest Table for a 

Gift Bag or to one of our First 
Impressions Team Members. 

If you would like to know more about 
our church, meet with a Staff Member, 
sign up for a Bible Study, or join our 

Church Family, FILL out a card 
and GET CONNECTED! 

New Members Connect  
If you are new to First Church please join us 
on Sunday, August 20th after service in the 

fellowship hall for lunch and an opportunity 
to meet the leadership team and discover 
ways you can be involved in your church.  

AUGUST in iKids

First Kids Wednesdays (Ages 4-11) 
Join us for our SUMMER Books of the Bible 

Series! We are learning the Books of the Bible! 

Each child will learn about a few books of the 

Bible along with some hand motions to help 

them remember what each book is about. The 
goal is that by the end of the 12 weeks, our kids 

will be able to say all 66 Books of the 

Bible! Kids who learn all 66 books of 

the Bible will be rewarded with an 

ice cream and pizza party!   
Don’t miss it! 

Sundays: Snacks @ 12:30 
iKids Classes @ 1:00 - 1:30   
ages 2-11 

Meadows 
Nursing 

Home Service 
Monday,  
Aug 14th  
at 6:30 pm


